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                 Captain’s Corner
                               Captain Robert R. Powers, Jr.

I am very proud to announce that the Michigan State Police Traffic Safety
Division has received the 2008 Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program
Leadership Award for Excellence in Data (reporting) Quality.  I had the honor
of receiving this award from U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters on
March 25, 2008 in Denver.  Michigan was one of only three states to receive
this award.

Last year Michigan was recognized by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration for outstanding achievement in commercial motor vehicle crash
reduction.

I would be remiss if I did not recognize the contribution that local law
enforcement has made toward Michigan achieving excellence in data quality.
The data elements that are captured and reported to FMCSA include CVSA
inspections, compliance reviews, and CMV crash reports.  States are graded
on how quickly these data elements are reported and the accuracy of the
reports.  Accordingly, any agency that conducts CVSA North American
Standard Inspections (currently 32 agencies and 53 officers) and any agency
that conducts crash investigations involving commercial motor vehicles
contribute to Michigan’s success in CMV Data Quality.  So I want to extend
my congratulations and sincere thanks to all that contributed to this success.

During the FMCSA National MCSAP Leadership Conference held in Denver
last month, Dearborn Police Department was recognized for their outstanding
Construction Zone Enforcement Program.  Dearborn officers Tim Stacey and
Chris Brayman were invited to Denver to provide an overview of Dearborn’s
award winning program to over 400 CMV enforcement specialists from across
the nation.  As you may recall, in 2006 Dearborn Police Department won both
the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police Award for Excellence in
Commercial Vehicle Safety and the International Association of Chiefs of Police
Law Enforcement Challenge.  Once again, please join me in congratulating
Dearborn Police Department for their excellence and initiative in promoting
commercial vehicle safety.

As summer approaches, I want to wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer.
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Suggestions  or comments should be submitted to Lt. Peggy Hines, 517-336-6476, Fax 517-333-4414, email HinesP@michigan.gov
Check us on the web!  www.michigan.gov/msp.  You will find us under “Specialized Divisions.”

2     Commercial Motor Vehicle Enforcement Quarterly             April 2008

INSPECTIONS
Load Securement

General requirements for load securement are found in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSR) Section
393.100(c) which requires cargo to be contained, immobilized or secured to prevent shifting upon or within the vehicle
to such an extent that the vehicle’s stability or maneuverability is adversely affected.

FMCSR Section 393.102(c) allows an equivalent means of securement and addresses the wall strength of a sided
vehicle.  Simply stated, the walls of an enclosed vehicle must provide a means to prevent shifting or tipping of cargo to
the extent that the vehicle’s stability or maneuverability is adversely affected.

FMCSR Section 393.106(c) addresses the cargo placement and restraint of cargo that is likely to roll or shift.  The
cargo must be restrained by chocks, wedges, a cradle or other equivalent means to prevent rolling or shifting.  Securement
measures must maintain their integrity during transportation.

        

As shown above, this cargo was not blocked or braced to prevent movement within the enclosed vehicle.  The shifting
of the cargo compromised the integrity of the vehicle.  In addition to the appropriate enforcement action, the trailer was
placed out-of-service in accordance with the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) out-of-service criteria for no
load securement in Section 393.106.
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REMINDER BOX
Inspection

During a CVSA Level 1 or 2 inspection if an officer finds a
spring brake chamber (parking brake) with non-manufactured
holes in the outside housing it is out-of-service according to
the CVSA out-of-service criteria and Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Regulations (FMCSR) Section 396.3(a)(1).  For officer
safety purposes, the vehicle inspection should be stopped
immediately and the violation annotated on the inspection
report and the vehicle placed out-of-service.

The spring found in the parking brake side of a spring brake
chamber is wound with approximately 1,200 pounds per
square inch.  The spring itself can cause serve injury or death
if it penetrates the weakened outside housing.

VEHICLE CODE

Officer Safety Issue

                

Equipment

CVSA Out-of-Service Criteria (OOSC) CORRECTION NOTICE

The North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria -
April 1, 2008 Edition, was found to contain an error. The
identified error is found in Part II, Item 10.b., “All Tires Other
Than Those Found on the Front Steering Axle(s) of a Powered
Unit (page 54).”

The “NOTE:  On dual wheels, both tires must meet one or
more of the Out-of-Service conditions listed in items b.(2),
b.(3), b.(7),” which immediately follows the item title SHOULD
BE REMOVED. The NOTE was inadvertently left in error
when the book was printed.

CVSA apologizes for this oversight and regrets any confusion
or inconvenience this may cause.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please
contact the CVSA staff at (202) 775-1623.

Officer Safety Issue

Act 300

Public Act 19 of 2008 amended Section 257.708b, which
prohibits a driver from watching television while operating
a vehicle.  The statute was expanded to also prohibit
drivers from watching “other similar electronic device that
displays a video image...”   The intent of the statute was
to prohibit drivers from watching videos on laptop
computers and other electronic devices.  Yes, officers
have stopped truck drivers in Michigan that were found
to be watching laptop computers while driving.  The
section gives specific exemption to a police vehicle, fire
vehicle, or ambulance equipped with a monitor for use
with a computer aided dispatch system or emergency
equipment controls.

Registration Plates for Trailers

The Michigan Court of Appeals has issued an opinion in
the out-of-state trailer plate case.  The decision is
published, which means it has precedence throughout
Michigan and is binding on other panels of the Court of
Appeals.  The Court found that Michigan trucking
companies that are members of the International
Registration Plan (IRP) may legally display trailer plates
from other states.

Child Restraint Law Amended

Public Act 43 of 2008 signed into law on 03/25/2008 will
take effect on 7/1/2008.  Public Act 43 to amends MCL
257.710(e) adding paragraph (3)(b), “A child who is 4
years of age or older but less than 8 years of age and
who is less than 4 feet 9 inches in height shall be properly
secured in a child restraint system in accordance with
the child restraint manufacturer’s and vehicle
manufacturer’s instructions and the standards prescribed
in 49 CFR 571.213.”
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